
MedChem 2021: Programme schedule

Emerging infectious diseases and therapeutic strategies

December 1-3, 2021

Organized by Department of Chemistry, IIT-Madras

Day 1, Wednesday, December 1st, 2021

09:00 – 09:20 Inaugural function
Welcome address
HoD’s address
Director’s address
Vote of Thanks

SESSION I (Chair: Prof. S. Sankararaman)

09:20 – 10:20 Keynote Lecture – Prof. Randeep Guleria,
Director, AIIMS-New Delhi.

TBA (To be announced)

10:20 – 10:30 Break

SESSION II (Chair: Prof. Archita Patnaik)

10:30- 11:05 Invited Lecture 1 - Dr. Siddharth Chopra
CDRI, Lucknow

“Drugs for bad bugs: Progress amongst challenges”

11:05- 11:40 Invited Lecture 2 - Dr. Ishu Saraogi
IISER, Bhopal

“A Chemical Approach for the Development of Novel Antibacterial 
Agents”

11:40 – 11:45 Break



SESSION III (Chair: Prof. Mangala Sunder) 
 

11:45 – 12:20           Invited Lecture 3 – Prof. Rupinder Kaur,  
CDFD, Hyderabad. 
 
“Glycosylphosphatidylinositol-linked aspartyl proteases: 
Multifunctional enzymes and key mediators of Candida glabrata-host 
interaction” 

 
12:20-12:50  Mini Oral presentations  
 
14:30- 14:50  Mini Oral Presentations 
 

SESSION IV (Chair: Prof. R Krishna Kumar) 

15:00 –16:00            Plenary Lecture 1 – Prof. Raghavan Varadarajan, 
Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru. 

“Immunogen design for COVID-19 and influenza” 

16:00 –16:35            Invited Lecture 4– Dr. Ravichandran Rajan 
                            MIOT International, Chennai. 

“Use of indomethacin in Covid 19 patients” 

16:35 – 16:45           Break 

SESSION V (Chair: Prof. Sanjay Kumar) 

16:45 –17:20            Invited Lecture 5– Dr. Anoop Kumar, 
BM Hospitals, Kozhikode 
 
TBA 
 

17:20 – 17:50           Mini Oral Presentations  

17:50 - 18:00   Day’s Summary 

18:00 – 18:30  Mini Oral Presentations 



Day 2, Thursday, December 2nd, 2021 

SESSION VI (Chair: Prof. Guhan Jayaraman) 

09:00 – 10:00           Plenary Lecture 2 – Prof. Arnab Chatterjee, 
California Institute for Biomedical Research (Calibr), La Jolla, USA 
 
“Drug Repurposing and Optimization of Oral Drug Combinations to 
Treat and Prevent CoV-2 Infections”  
 

10:00 – 11:00           Plenary Lecture 3– Dr. Paul Ramesh 
                                 Apollo Hospitals, Chennai 

“The physiological basis of clinical manifestations of systemic 
inflammatory (SIRS) and sepsis syndromes.” 

 11:00 – 11:10           Break 

    SESSION VII (Chair: Prof. Dillip Kumar Chand) 

 11:10 – 11:45           Invited Lecture 6 - Dr. Manidipa Banerjee, 
                                 IIT Delhi, New Delhi. 

“The role of viral membrane proteins in enveloped virus budding and 
development of antivirals” 

11:45 – 12:20           Invited Lecture 7 - Dr. Jayanta Haldar 
   JNCASR, Bengaluru 

   “Outwitting antibiotic resistance: A perpetual battle”  

12:20 - 12:50   Mini Oral presentations 

14:30- 14:50  Mini Oral Presentations 

SESSION VIII (Chair: Prof. Indrapal Singh Aidhen) 

15:00 –16:00            Plenary Lecture 4 – Prof. Mark Bronstup, 
Helmholtz centre for infectious diseases, Germany. 

“Assault, Siege or Trojan Horse Strategy: Use of Natural Products to 
Fight Bacterial Infections” 

16:00 –16:35            Invited Lecture 8- Dr. Kirandeep Kaur Samby 
                                 Medicines for Malaria Venture, Switzerland. 

   “Opening up anti-malarial Drug Discovery” 

 16:35 – 16:45           Break 

     



SESSION IX (Chair: Prof. N N Murthy) 

 16:45 –17:20            Invited Lecture 9 – Dr. Vani Janikiraman, 
                                 IIT Madras, Chennai.  

“Mycobacteria’s smart arsenals: Role of Small Intermediary 
metabolites (SIMs)” 

17:20 - 17: 55  Invited Lecture 10– Dr. Niti Kumar, 
                                 CDRI, Lucknow. 

“Probing into genome and proteome maintenance pathways in the 
human malaria parasite for design of alternative intervention 
strategies.” 

17:55 – 18:25           Mini Oral presentations 

18:25 - 18:35  Day’s Summary 

18:35 – 19:00  Mini Oral presentations 
  



Day 3, Friday, December 3rd, 2021 

SESSION X (Chair: Prof. G. Sekhar) 

09:00 – 10:00           Plenary Lecture 5 – Prof. Jason Sello, 
School of Pharmacy, UCSF, USA 

“Illuminating New Pathways in Biology and Anti-Bacterial Drug 
Development Using Small Molecules” 

10:00 – 11:00           Plenary Lecture 6 – Prof. Srinivas Hotha, 
IISER Pune, Pune. 

“Diversity to Discovery – A Serendipitous ‘Golden’ Entry into 
Glycochemistry” 

 11:00 – 11:10           Break 

    SESSION XI (Chair: Prof. M. V. Sangaranarayanan) 

     
11:10 – 11:45      Invited Lecture 11 - Prof. Sanjib Senapati, 
                                 IIT Madras, Chennai. 

“Identifying crucial E-protein residues responsible for unusual 
stability of Zika virus envelope” 

11:45 – 12:20           Invited Lecture 12 – Dr. Arindam Talukdar, 
                                 IICB, Kolkata. 

“Target repurposing for a new virus: Tinkering endosomal Toll-like 
receptors” 

12:20- 12:30  Day’s Summary 

12:30 -12:45  Concluding remarks 

 
  


